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Questions

» The two criminals had quite
different attitudes towards
Jesus. What could explain this,
do you think?

» The second criminal ends up
being the first person to get into
heaven because of what happened

at the cross. Is this a surprise?

» Why do you think it went so dark

that afternoon?

» The officer on guard duty had

probably only just met Jesus, so
what made him think that Jesus

was such a good man?

» Can you imagine what was
going on in the minds of Jesus’
close friends who were watching at

a distance?




Visual aid

Find an old piece of fabric that will tear easily from top to bottom. Drape it over a board showing the word ‘heaven’, and then
pull it away to reveal what is hidden behind it.

SS Activity idea
Talk about what it would have been like to witness all these things. Strangely, Christians call this day Good Friday. Talk about
why they call it ‘good’. Now take the letters of the phrase "Jesus dies" and rearrange them to read "Jesus’ side". Because of
his death we can all come close to God.

~[I\~ Prayer idea

Jlglnk Anyone can get to heaven because of Jesus. The second criminal discovered this to be true. Offer a special prayer—either
out loud or quietly—to say that you will trust Jesus just as the thief on the cross did. Heaven starts right here and now for
everyone who prays this sort of prayer.
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Colour me!




