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Colour me!

1 Kings 17:1-16

After the death of Solomon, the kingdom of Israel divided into two parts: Northern
and Southern. One after the other, bad kings came to power. One of them was
King Ahab who was quite evil and brought idol worship back. God had to call
certain faithful people called prophets to stand up to these kings and to speak of
God to the people. Elijah was a prophet.

Elijah was a prophet from Tishbe in Gilead. One day he went to King Ahab and said,
“I'm a servant of the living Lord, the God of Israel. And | swear in his name that it won't
rain until | say so. There won't even be any dew on the ground.”

Later, the Lord said to Elijah, “Leave and go across the River Jordan so you can hide
near Cherith Brook. You can drink water from the brook, and eat the food I've told
the ravens to bring you.” Elijah obeyed the Lord and went to live near Cherith Brook.
Ravens brought him bread and meat twice a day, and he drank water from the brook.
But after a while, it dried up because there was no rain.

The Lord told Elijah, “Go to the town of Zarephath in Sidon and live there. I've told

a widow in that town to give you food.” When Elijah came near the town gate of
Zarephath, he saw a widow gathering sticks for a fire. “Would you please bring me a
cup of water?” he asked. As she left to get it, he asked, “Would you also please bring
me a piece of bread?” The widow answered, “In the name of the living Lord your God,
| swear that | don’t have any bread. All | have is a handful of flour and a little olive oil.
I'm on my way home now with these few sticks to cook what | have for my son and me.
After that, we will starve to death.” Elijah said, “Everything will be fine. Do what you
said. Go home and prepare something for yourself and your son. But first, please make
a small piece of bread and bring it to me. The Lord God of Israel has promised that
your jar of flour won't run out and your bottle of oil won't dry up before he sends rain
for the crops.”

The widow went home and did exactly what Elijah had told her. She and Elijah and her

family had enough food for a long time. The Lord kept the promise that his prophet
Elijah had made, and she did not run out of flour or oil.
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Questions

» How difficult do you think it was
for Elijah to give God's message to
the king?

» Why did so many kings of Israel
turn away from worshipping God?
God had warned them again and
again, so why didn’t they listen?

» Why is it so easy to forget God
when things are going well?

» God looked after Elijah while
he was in hiding. How have you

experienced God’s help and

protection in tough times?




Visual aid

Fill a small jar with oil and another with flour. Imagine what it would be like if this was all you had left to feed yourself and

your family for several days.

S‘S Activity idea
% Make some bread together following a simple recipe. Use flour, water and a little oil and then roll out the dough. As you do,
talk about what it must be like to live on very little and not know where your next meal is coming from.

M. Prayer idea
o 9& < Make a list together of the times you use water for washing, cooking, flushing the toilet, cleaning your teeth, drinking
and so on. Many parts of the world suffer from drought. Find out about a part of the world where there is drought at the

moment and, using your own prayers or prayer ideas online, pray for the people who are suffering.

E Canadian
P4l Bible Society | biblesociety.ca | biblescanada.com

[ 4]


https://biblesociety.ca
https://biblescanada.com/




